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Three ways of viewing classrooms
of a learner!

Teachers show good command of subjects
Teachers plan effectively
Teachers have clear learning objectives
Teachers interest pupils
Teachers make effective use of time

Students are engaged in active
participation, exploration and research

Students operate together to improve
knowledge

Students are engaged in activities to
develop understanding and create
personal meaning through reflection

Students help each other learn through
dialogue
Learning goals emerge and develop during
enquiry

Students acquire new knowledge or skills
in their work

Student work shows evidence of
conceptual understanding, not just
recall

Students show positive response to
teaching

Students apply knowledge in real world
contexts

Students access resources outside the
class community

Students show engagement and
concentration, and are productive

Students are presented with a challenging
curriculum designed to develop depth of
understanding

Students review how best the community
supports learning

Teachers assess pupils’ work thoroughly
and constructively

Students create products for each other
and for others

Students show understanding of how
group processes promote their learning

Teacher uses diverse experiences of
students to build effective learning

Teachers use assessment to inform their
planning and target-setting

The classroom social structures promote
interdependence

Students are asked by the teacher to
think about how they learn, explain
how they solve problems, think about
their difficulties in learning, think about
how they could become better learners,
try new ways of learningii

Students understand how well they are
doing and how they can improve.
The Transmission model:
“Learning = being taught” i

Students display communal responsibility
including in the governance of the
classroom
Assessment tasks are community
products which demonstrate increased
complexity and a rich web of ideas

Assessment tasks are performances of
understanding, based on higher order
thinking

The Co-construction model:
“Learning = creating knowledge as part
of doing things with others” iv

The Construction model:
“Learning = individual sense-making” iii
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